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of early years, and to pass my few remaining days in the
land of my ancestors. Here I expect to, and shall in all
probability, end my earthly pilgrimage, here close the
record of my life, and here lie down beside my children
who have gone before me.

We left Washington on the morning of Tuesday, the
27th of April Edgar remained to close up our affairs. Most
of our effects were sent on board the Tallapoosa, which
had been tendered me to transport my effects to Hartford;
the remainder were sold on the day we left, at auction.
Mrs. Welles and our sons were faithful and industrious in
packing and preparing to leave.

We have had a pleasant home in Washington. The house
we occupied became our position, and in every respect
matters were made to correspond. The depreciation of
the currency and the great advance in prices have con-
sumed the salary paid me, and in a pecuniary point of
view, I am probably poorer to-day than if I had not been
in office. My business affairs have been neglected, so that
I have made no gains. All my time has been faithfully
given to the public service.

We had a pleasant time from Washington to New York,
and stopped with Mr. Morgan on Washington Square
until the afternoon of the 28th. I called on Admiral Far-
ragut, whom I found quite ill but slightly recovering.
The impression at first was that I had better not see him,
but he soon sent for me, and the interview, I think, bene-
fited him. His ailment is mostly nervous, the result, in a
great measure, of official neglect and the condition of things
at Washington. He feels acutely the slight that is shown
him, and the orders and movements which were calculated
to, and I am constrained to believe were intended to, annoy
him. He and myself have been subjected to similar slights
by Porter, whom we both have favored.

I would not permit the Admiral to dwell on these mat-
ters which so keenly and sorely affected him, but told him
we must for the time being patiently bear with any injus-